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“Blue-Collar Philosopher” from

New Brunswick returns with a hilarious ’ |
tale of smelt fishing gone awry. -8

Written and performed by Satu rday, March 26/11
Marshall Button.

stage SPRING 2011



Button has noticed that "New
Brunswick is a place where people
have an easy time laughing at
themselves. In fact, they kind of
relish it."

There is a "complete willingness

to be self-deprecating and to poke
fun at themselves," and then when
others do the same, "they laugh
along with them."

Lucien is an indicator of happiness
because, for Button, "how much
people are willing to have a laugh
at their own expense" speaks to
the "liveliness, optimism, and life
of a place."

Lucien is funny both because of

his own insights and an unwitting
willingness to be the butt of a joke.
Button feels, "There is a place
within all of us where we recognize
the limits of knowledge" and we
say things and then we think, "'Oh
man, you don't know what you are
talking about."

Being able to laugh at the limits of
what we know is a real virtue. Plus,
it makes social gaffs a lot easier to

handle.

Lucien will arrive in St. Catharines
in Helter Smelter, a performance
that explores global warming

and ice foe existentialism with
signature hilarity and insight.

Button explained that a
"confederation of shanties" springs
up every winter in Dalhousie for
ice-fishing. Some of the shanties
are heated, have stereos, and
electricity provided through
generators. They often become the
site of a "trial separation" because
a man will "spend every spare
moment at his shanty and his

poor wife is wondering if she will
ever see him again." Button adds
quickly, "But she may be hoping
she never sees him again."

The smelt caught on these epic,
often nocturnal fishing adventures
feature prominently in northern
New Brunswick gatherings where
Button says, "you have a big feed
of smelt." And they taste so great
because "the effluence from the
mill and sewage from town makes
for a perfect tasting fish."

Based on real events where large
floes of ice have broken free and

taken a shanty or two floating off
with them, Helter Smelter has
Lucien face up to what could be
"his last hour on earth." Although
there were initial concerns that
the topic was too heavy, Button
has noticed that many of the best
laughs come at the darkest points
in Lucien's journey.

When he is out in the world,
sometimes Button wonders, "What
would Lucien do?"

After years of Button's touring and
performing, Lucien has become

a part of the Canadian landscape
and is, as Peter Gzowski said, "a
national treasure."

As Lucien pontificates on the
meaning of life from a ice floe,
you won't have to be reminded to
laugh, but remember that when
you are laughing, it is because you
see a little bit of Lucien in yourself.
And that is a great thing.

Written by Jon Eben Field.
www.jonebenfield.com
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' Ask us.

Where can | go for a second opinion?
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The Plan™ by Investors Group can help
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